Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LONDON 09692 131756Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 CU-02 
INR-07 NSAE-00 AID-05 USIA-06 AGR-01 COME-OO 
FRB-03 TRSE-00 XMB-02 OPIC-03 SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 
SIL-01 OMB-Ol NSC-05 SS-15 STR-04 CEA-01 PA-01 
PRS-01 /106W 

132039Z 051919/65 

R 131717Z IUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4965 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 09692 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, UN 

SUBJECT: GENEVA GROUP: BRITISH URGE ACTION ON UNESCO 

1 . JOHN SYMONS. DEPUTY HEAD. UN DEPARTMENT, FCO. CALLED 
EMBASSY JUNE 13 TO DISCUSS GENEVA GROUP (GG) ACTIVITIES 
FOLLOWING THE MARCH CONSULTATIVE MEETING. HE SAID UK IS 
"GENERALLY HAPPY" WITH PROGRESS ON WHO AND ILO BUT IS 
SUFFERING SOME EMBARRASSMENT ON UNESCO. BECAUSE LEN 
MARTIN (UNDERSECRETARY, OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY) 
IS CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNESCO, ODM AND 
FCO FIND IT AWKWARD TO PRESS AS HARD ON UNESCO QUESTIONS 
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AS THEY MIGHT LIKE. THIS IS WHY UK STOODASIDE AS CHAIR- 
MAN OF UNESCO GG EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

2. PURPOSE OF SYMONS' CALL WAS TO EXPRESS HOPE ON BEHALF 
OF ODM THAT U.S. AS CHAIRMAN OF UNESCO GG WOULD PRESS FOR 
GROUP TO MOVE PROMPTLY ONHUHE NEXT STEPS NEEDED TO BE 
TAKEN WITH REGARD TO UNESCO. UK DEL WILL BE "HAPPY" TO 
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SUPPORT SUCH "AN AMERICAN SUGGESTION" IN THE GROUP. 

3. WE TOLD SYMONS WE WOULD PASS HIS SIGNAL TO DEPARTMENT 
AND UNDERTOOK TO PROVIDE HIM WITH SOME IDEA OF DEPARTMENT 
THINKING ON UNESCO GG AND ACTION U.S. IS LIKELY TO INIT- 
IATE. PLEASE ADVISE. 

BREWSTER 
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